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Doctor of historical sciences
Azerbaijan
Azerbaijan is one of the oldest centers of the world civilization.  Its historical borders cover the eastern part of the South Caucasus and north-west of Iran. Archaeological excavations carried out in Azerbaijan territory allow asserting that was human being inhabited there more than 1, 5 million years ago. Studying of the Guruchay archaeological culture, the most ancient culture on the territory of the former Soviet Union and similar Olduvai culture in Africa, confirms that the Azerbaijani territory was part of the ancestral home of mankind. In 1968, in the mid Acheulean layer in Azykh cave located on the left bank of Guruchay River was discovered a fragment of the lower jaw of an ancient human being - Azykhantropus, who lived here 350 - 400 thousand years ago. The complex of rock carvings created 12 thousand years ago by Gobustan inhabitants (60 km from Baku) is a bright monument of the Mesolithic and subsequent ages, an original art gallery. After the decay of Kur- Araz culture a new stage begins in the history of its carriers, including ancient ancestors of Azerbaijanis. 


Since the XXIII century B.C., part of the historical Azerbaijan territory (Pri-Urmian basin) with its inhabitants (Lullabies, Kuties, Hurries and other tribes) began to be mentioned in the Sumerian-Acadian cuneiform sources. The formation of tribal communities and their attempts to unite in political unions occur in the same period.

The oldest inhabitants of Azerbaijan, the Hurries are mentioned in the sources from the end of the 3rd millennium B.C. They lived in the vast territory of the Near East, beginning from the north of Mesopotamia and Syria to the Urmian coasts. At the beginning of the second third of the II millennium B.C, on the territory of northern Mesopotamia they created a large state of Mitanni (according to Hittite sources; according to Assyrian sources - Khanigalbat).

Along with cuneiform sources, archaeological researches also testify to the early formation of state polities in coastal areas of Urmia. Just these state formations laid the basis of the first large political formation – the kingdom of Manna. The sources of early I millennium B.C. allow witnessing the succession between the Lullume, Zamua and Manna.

A major factor that gave impetus to political unification of Manna – the maiden slave-holding state in Southern Caucasus, which was first mentioned in cuneiform of the Assyrian king Salmanasar III in 843 B.C, was the need for fighting against Assyria and Urartu.

By late VII century B.C. Cimmerians, who encroached upon the Caucasus from the north, appeared on the historical map of the region. A little later, in the 70s of the VII century B.C. sources mention the names of the Ishguz and Ashguz tribes on the territory of Manna, commonly known as the Scythians. There was also reported about their joint fight with Manna inhabitants against the Assyrians.

In late VII century – early VIII century B.C. having defeated the Assyrians the Media state submitted the kingdoms of Manna, Urartu and the Scythians. However, while keeping for some time the system of self-government, these states acted as “junior” allies of Media.

In connection with the fall of the Median state in the mid of the VI century (550 year B.C.) the territory of historical Azerbaijan was occupied by the newly established Persian Achaemenid (Achamanishi) state. In the 30s of the IV century B.C. the Greco-Macedonian troops led by Alexander the Great destroyed this state. A new phase in the history of Azerbaijani statehood began. In late 20s of the same century a new independent state, initially officially called Atropat Media and a little later Atropatena (Atrapatakan, Adurbadagan and Azerbaijan) was created. Two and a half centuries after the collapse of Manna appearing on the historical stage Atropatena became the first state of the East that achieved political independence from the Greco-Macedonian conquerors. “Media is divided into two parts”, Strabo's geography informs: “One part is called the Great Media, the second part - Atropat Media. It was named in honor of military leader Atropat, who did not allow this country to be submitted to Macedonians as part of Great Media.” 

In order to strengthen the domestic market in the second half of the III century B.C. it was started minting of coins, one of the most important attributes of the statehood in Albania.

In the early I century A.D the Arshakids, who succeeded the ruling dynasty in Atropatene, having overthrown the local dynasty of the Arranshahids took over the government in Albania as well. In the early centuries A.D in connection with the crisis of the slaveholding system on the entire coastal area of the Mediterranean Sea and in the countries of the Near East the sprouts of a more advanced socio-economic formation began to be emerged.

The Albanian Arshakids continuing the traditions of ancient Albania were trying to conduct the independent domestic and foreign policy. Nevertheless, from time to time they became vassals of the Sassanids. Having ruthlessly repressed separatist aspirations of the Arshakids, the Sassanids abolished their dynasty in 510. The country was ruled by marzbans (vicars) till 628. 

From the first half of the VIII century the feudal clan of the Mehranids, the owners of the Girdiman area took the reign of government in their own hands. During the reign of Javanshir (642-681) - the most outstanding representative of this dynasty, despite the Arab conquests started in 643 and the complete annexation of the southern part of Azerbaijan - Adurbadagan by the Arabs, Albania was able to maintain its relative independence for some time. But, as a result of the triple aggression (Khazar, Arab and Byzantine), the entire territory of Azerbaijan was conquered and in 705, losing even the vassalage, Albania became part of the Arab Caliphate.

In the II half of IX century the strengthening of the power of local emirs and the people's liberation movement in the Arab Caliphate became the decisive factor for the formation of new feudal states on the territory of Azerbaijan.

In 861, the ruler of Shirvan, Heisam bin Khalid, the grandson of Yazid bin Mazyad ash-Shaibani (a native of the Arabian tribe of Rabia, from the kin of Shaibanies), who in the late eighth century bore the title of “Melik of Shirvan”, using riots in the center, “gained independence in Shirvan affairs” and was the first among the Mazyadis to take the title of “Shirvanshah”.

In the cities of Shirvan there was a complex social structure typical for feudal society. The residence of the head of state was initially Shamakhy. After the earthquake in 1192, the capital was temporarily transferred to Baku. Getting at different times under the dependence of other states, the Shirvanshahs on their coins also indicated the names of suzerains. Starting from the 11th century, on one side, the names of the Abbasi caliph as the spiritual head of Muslims, and the Seljuk sultan as the suzerain, on the other side, the name of the ruling Shirvanshah was stamped on the coins.

In 869, Hashim al-Sulami from the Hashemite family (Arab by origin) laid the foundation of the Derbent emirate. The city of Derbent, for many years governed by Arab commanders, was a defensive boundary of the northern borders of the Caliphate. By the end of the 10th century the Derbent emirate had accepted the political and economic vassalage of the Shirvanshahs.

In the south of Azerbaijan, during the weakening of the Caliphate, emerged a state, headed by the Turkic Saji dynasty. Having failed to completely free himself from the Caliphate due to the current political situation, their ruler Muhammad bin Abu-s-Saj since 898 became the mainstay of the center in the South Caucasus.

The prominent representative of the Saji dynasty was Yusif bin Abu-s-Saj, who for the first time united all the lands of Azerbaijan into a single state.

The first half of the 12th century was an important milestone in the history of Azerbaijani statehood. In 1136, the governor of Arran Shamsaddin Eldeniz, who chose Barda as his residence, gradually subordinated almost the entire territory of Azerbaijan. He transferred his residence to the city of Nakhchivan. In 1160, his stepson Arslan Shah was declared a sultan and became the head of the Iraqi sultanate.

In 1191, the third representative of the Eldeniz dynasty, Gizil Arslan overthrew the Iraqi Seljuk sultan Togrul III, with the consent of the Arab caliph, declared himself a sultan and became the absolute ruler of the Iraqi sultanate. However, the internal and external situation created within the state during the reign of the last Eldeniz led to its fall in 1225.

In the 20-30s of the 13th century, due to the destructive campaigns of the Mongols, many local dynasties ceased to exist in Azerbaijan. In the 1239-1256 years, these areas were governed by the governors of the Higher Mongolian Khaganate. In 1258, Azerbaijan became part of the fifth Mongolian ulus, the Hulaki state (Elkhanis), whose borders covered the territory from Egypt to the Amu Darya, from Derbent to the Bay of Hormuz. After the fall of the Hulaki state (1357), the Chobani emirs could not resist the stronger enemy - the Jalairies, who ruled in the Arabian Iraq from the first half of the 14th century. In 1359, Azerbaijan became part of the Jalairi state.  The Azerbaijani city of Tabriz became the capital of the state, which also included the Arabian Iraq, Ajami Iraq, Armenia and Georgia.

At the end of the 14th century, the troops of the Central Asian ruler Emir Teimur and the Khan of the Golden Horde Tokhtamysh alternately made marches to Azerbaijan. All attempts by the Jalairies from 1386 to 1405 (until the death of Emir Timur) to restore their political power in Azerbaijan were unsuccessful.

The unifying policy of Shirvanshah Ibrahim I (1382-1417) was an important event in the history of Azerbaijan's statehood. But the victory of the Garagoyunlu over the Teimuries and Jalairies, as well as internal strives of local feudal lords, prevented the unifying policy of Ibrahim I.

In 1410, the newly established state of Garagoyunlu, along with the territory of Azerbaijan (south of the Kura River), covered the lands of Eastern Anatolia and the Arabian Iraq, including Baghdad. Gara Yusuf, who declared Tabriz the capital of the state, ruled Azerbaijan himself, and his sons - by other regions. During the reign of Gara Yusuf’s son Jahanshah (1435-1467), the state of Garagoyunlu was experiencing a period of its heyday. In 1468, the state Aghgoyunlu was formed, which included Azerbaijan, Eastern Anatolia, the Arabian Iraq, and almost the entire territory of Iran. The founder of the state, the central region of which was Azerbaijan, and the capital of Tabriz, was the famous statesman Uzun Hassan. Under his reign, Azerbaijan first entered the sphere of European and world politics. He was considered an authority both in the East and in the West.

At the beginning of the 16th century, the state of the Safavis was formed, originating from Sheikh Safiaddin (1252-1334). The political and military activities of the Safavis end with the entry of Ismail into Tabriz in 1501 and the formation of the centralized state of the Safavis. In 1510, as a result of the successful campaigns of Ismail I, all provinces of Iran and the Arabian Iraq were annexed to the Safavi state. The newly formed state of the Safavis continued the traditions of the states of Garagoyunlu and Aghgoyunlu. The shah became the head of the state. Researchers consider the Safavi period a new stage in the renaissance of Azerbaijani culture. 

The attempts of the Ottoman Sultans in the 16th century to conquer Azerbaijan, the devastation and devastation of the country's territory, the policy of the Safavi ruler Shah Abbas I (1587-1629) led to the loss of Azerbaijan's leading role in the Safavi state.

In the late XVII-early XVIII centuries, the political and economic crisis that enveloped the Safavi state had weakened Azerbaijan. In the 1722-1725 years, the Ottomans seized the South Caucasus and Western Iran, and Tsarist Russia - the Caspian coasts up to the city of Anzali.

In 1736, the talented commander of the Safavi army Nadir Gulu Khan putting an end to the rule of the Safavi dynasty declared himself a Shah. As a result of the aggressive wars, Nadir Shah created an empire, which included Azerbaijan as well. Having abolished Azerbaijani beylerbeyates (Shirvan, Garabagh, Tabriz and Chukhursaad), Nadir Shah formed a province called Azerbaijan, including Iravan and Derbent.

After the death of Nadir shah (1747), his state collapsed. Independent states-khanates began to be formed on the territory of Azerbaijan: Nakhchivan, Iravan, Ganja, Garabagh, Shamakhy, Sheki, Derbent, Guba, Baku, Javad and Lankaran. The Tabriz, Urmia, Ardebil, Khoy, Garadagh, Maragha, Maku and Sarab Khanates were formed in the south. Sultanates- Gazakh, Borchaly, Gabala, Arash, Shamshadil and Ilisu were created. In the north-east the Jar-Balakan jamaatlig was located. In the mountainous parts of the Garabagh khanate, there were melikates of Varanda, Khachin, Gulistan, Dizak and Chileberd. 
Attempts by Haji Chelebi Khan of Sheki, Urmian Fatali Khan Afshar, Ibrahim Khalil Khan of Garabagh, Fatali Khan of Guba to unite the Azerbaijani lands into a single state were unsuccessful.

In the late 80s of the 18th century, the founder of the Gajar dynasty, Agha Mahammad Khan under the pretext of restoring the borders of the Safavi state took all power in Iran (with the exception of Khorasan) and carried out two destructive campaigns (1795,1797) on the territory of the South Caucasus. After coming to the reign of Tsar Alexander I, Russia had stepped up its expansionist policy in the South Caucasus. In 1801, the Gazakh, Borchalin and Shamshadil sultanates, which at that time were dependent on Eastern Georgia, became part of the Russian Empire. The process of conquering Northern Azerbaijan began. In 1803, the Jar-Balakan jamaatlig was conquered, and in 1804, after the bloody battles, the Ganja Khanate fell.

On May 14, 1805, the Kurekchay Treaty, which confirmed the vassal dependence of the Garabagh Khanate on the Russian Empire, was signed.

In 1805-1806 years, the Sheki, Shirvan, Derbent, Baku and Guba khanates were also subordinated to Russia. On October 13, 1813, the Gulistan Treaty was signed, which put an end to the Russian-Iranian war that began in 1804. Under this treaty, the territories of the Azerbaijani khanates located to the north of the Araz River (except Iravan and Nakhchivan) were included in the Russian Empire. Later the Khanates were abolished, having become the provinces of the same name. Sheki, Shirvan, Baku and Guba Khanates sub​mitted to Russia during two subsequent years. On October 13, 1813, the Treaty of Gulistan was signed. It put an end to the war between Russia-Gajar (Iran), which has begun since 1804. Under the Turkmenchay Treaty of 1828, concluded between Russia and Gajar Iran, Russian troops left the territories of Southern Azerbaijan occupied by them, transferring them to the disposal of the Iranian state. The Nakhchivan and Iravan khanates became part of Russia. With the conquest of Northern Azerbaijan by Russia, the Azerbaijani khanates finally lost their independence. A single nation was divided. The northern part of Azerbaijan had become a colony of Russia. The former khanates were converted to the provinces governed by the commandants.

In 1840, the commandant system was abolished. The main part of Azerbaijan entered the Caspian region with the capital in Shamakhy. This region included such uyezds as Shamakhy, Shusha, Nuкha, Lankaran, Baku, Derbent and Guba. But Yelizavetpol (Ganja), Balakan, Ordubad and Nakhchivan entered the Georgian-Imereti province with its capital in Tiflis.  Russia pursued a policy of colonization of Northern Azerbaijan, resettling here Germans, Armenians and Russians. In every way preventing the creation of local self-government bodies in Azerbaijan, tsarism provided supreme power in the Caucasus to its governors. The repeated administrative redrawing of the map of the Caucasus was aimed at strengthening the “cohesion” of the region with the empire and weakening the predominance of one part of the population to the detriment of the other in any part of it.

For example, at the expense of the territories of the former Nakhchivan and Iravan khanates with the predominant Azerbaijani Turkic population, according to the decree of Tsar Nicholas I of March 21, 1828, the Armenian region was created, so that by placing the Armenian population resettled from Iran and Turkey, to weaken the predominance of Azerbaijanis in this part of Northern Azerbaijan. At the same time, the Russian government encouraged the resettlement of Armenians not only in cities but also in villages with a predominantly Turkic population of Transcaucasia, creating artificially a whole strip of Armenian villages in Daghlig Garabagh. As a result of administrative reforms and the resettlement policy of tsarism, the territorial integrity of the historical lands of Northern Azerbaijan was violated and the foundation of the Armenian-Azerbaijani interethnic conflict in the 20th century was laid.

During the period of the Iranian revolution (1905-1911), directed against the shah's regime and feudal landlord oppression, South Azerbaijan and its center -Tebriz turned into the center of the revolution, and the revolutionary forces led by Sattar Khan held the city and a number of vilayets (provinces) of Southern Azerbaijan for 11 months.

With the overthrow of tsarism and its colonial system in February 1917, the political situation in Northern Azerbaijan also changed. Immediately after the February Revolution of 1917, the Provisional Government creates a special Transcaucasian (South Caucasian) Committee. A member of this committee from Azerbaijan was former member of the State Duma of Russia M.Y.Jafarov. After the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government, Soviet power was proclaimed in Baku. On November 15, 1917, the Special Transcaucasian Committee was abolished and the Transcaucasian Commissariat was created.

In February 1918, the Transcaucasian Seim - first Transcaucasian legislative body was opened. The Azerbaijani (Muslim) faction was headed by Mammad Emin Rasulzadeh. The Bolshevik-Dashnak detachments led by S.G.Shahumyan, who opposed Azerbaijan's independence, began mass destruction of Azerbaijanis in Baku, Shamakhy, Guba, and Lankaran and in other uyezds of the Baku province. More than 50,000 Azerbaijanis became victims of the genocide in the territory of the Baku province.

On April 22, 1918 at the enlarged meeting of the Transcaucasian Seim, the Independent Transcaucasian Democratic Federal Republic was declared. In the government, under the chairmanship of A.I.Chkhenkeli, five of the twelve ministers were from Azerbaijan. On April 25, 1918 the Baku Soviet of People's Commissars (BSPC) was created, which was subordinated to the government of Soviet Russia. Firstly having nationalized the oil industry and the Caspian trade fleet, the BSPC, on instructions of V.I.Lenin and under the leadership of S.Shaumyan, only in April-June 1918, transported more than 1.3 million tons of oil and oil products from Baku to Soviet Russia. The creation of the Transcaucasian Seim did not lead to the formation of a unified state power in the Transcaucasia. On May 26, with the proclamation of the independence of the Georgian Republic, the Seim disintegrated. 

On May 28, 1918 at a meeting of the Azerbaijani Interim National Council chaired by M.E.Rasulzadeh was adopted a resolution on the establishment of an independent Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.

However, even the creation of an independent republic in Azerbaijan did not put an end to the dual power in the country. Implementing the plan of annexation of Baku and its environs to Russia, the chairman of the Baku Soviet of People's Commissars S.Shaumyan moved troops to Ganja, where the government of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic moved from Tiflis. The unified Turkish-Azerbaijani army defeated the Bolsheviks, who soon lost power in Baku. The power passed into the hands of the Centro Caspian dictatorship. On September 15, the army of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic defeated the troops of the Dictatorship and released Baku. On September 17, the ADR government moved from Ganja to Baku. On November 20, 1918 passed a law on the Parliament, the opening of which was held on December 7. The independence of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, which from the very first days was exposed to military aggression by neighboring Armenia, was recognized on January 11, 1920 at the Paris Peace Conference. Not recognizing the state sovereignty of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, in late April 1920, Soviet Russia sent the XI Red Army to Baku. At an extraordinary meeting of the Azerbaijani government, it was decided to transfer the power to the Provisional Revolutionary Committee. As a result of the military aggression of Soviet Russia was put an end to the existence of the Azerbaijani Democratic Republic.

On April 28, 1920, the Provisional Revolutionary Committee proclaimed the formation of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. On May 6, 1921 at the first Congress of Soviets in Baku, the first Constitution of the Azerbaijan SSR was approved. In the 1920s, serious changes took place in the internal and external borders of the republic. First of all, this was due to the formation of an artificial Armenian autonomy in Daghlig Garabagh by the decree of CEC on July 7, 1923. This decision imposed on Azerbaijan by Moscow, although temporarily put an end to the bloody Armenian-Azerbaijani clashes of previous years, was a legal basis for Armenia to consider the belonging of these lands to Armenians and in the future opened up wide opportunities for using the  Garabagh card in political games against Azerbaijan.

Armenia claimed its rights to Nakhchivan. After the transfer of the western part of Zangazur to Armenia in the summer of 1921, the territory of Nakhchivan actually turned out to be cut off from the rest of the Azerbaijani SSR, passing into the status of an enclave territory. This situation created for Azerbaijan a real threat of losing not only Nakhchivan, but also the direct border with fraternal Turkey. Therefore, in solving the problem in favor of Azerbaijan, Turkey's role was undeniable.  In March 1921, in Moscow the Russian-Turkish negotiations were held.

Following the results of negotiations on March 16, a Russian-Turkish agreement was concluded, according to Article 3 of which Nakhchivan remained part of Azerbaijan and was given the right of the autonomous region. The Armenian SSR recognized this status of Nakhchivan, putting its signature under the Treaty of Kars, concluded on October 13, 1921 between Turkey and the three Soviet republics of the South Caucasus. Following this decree of the CEC of Azerbaijan on February 9, 1924, the Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was established within the Azerbaijan SSR. Although Azerbaijan managed to preserve this part of its ancient territory, however, as a result of the loss of part of Zangazur, Nakhchivan was territorially isolated from the main part of the country.

In December 1922 the Azerbaijan SSR became part of the Transcaucasian Federation and the USSR, thus losing its formal independence. Henceforth, the borders of the republics of the South Caucasus were considered the borders with Iran and Turkey. In the second half of the 1920s, during the territorial demarcation within the Transcaucasian Federation, the Azerbaijani SSR lost part of its territories in Gazakh uyezd, Garabagh and Nakhchivan ASSR in favor of Armenia.

According to the Constitution of the USSR in 1936, the ZFSSR was abolished. Azerbaijan joined the USSR as a “sovereign” republic. In 1937, on the model of the Constitution of the USSR the Constitution of the Azerbaijan SSR was adopted. Under the new Constitution, the titular population of the republic - the Turks were called Azerbaijanis.

By the mid of 1930s, the Stalin’s administrative and command system, the regime of personal power and the cult of Stalin, had finally been approved in the USSR. This was reflected in the absolute power of the party apparatus, in the deployment of mass repressions, primarily against those who ever opposed the Stalinist leadership in the ranks of the opposition. Repression in Azerbaijan began in mid of 1936 and reached its peak in 1937-1938.

The fabrication of cases of counter-revolutionary-terrorist organizations that operated in various branches of industry, transport, cultural institutions, and educational institutions were carried out. Repression had involved in its orbit large strata of the population, including workers and peasants, the party-Soviet elite, military cadres, scientists and cultural figures. They were conducted against all, regardless of the nationality of the accused. There was not a single enterprise, not a single village in Azerbaijan, where the “enemies of the people” would not have been found. Otherwise, repression would hardly have achieved the “status” of the mass. To count the total number of repressed in those years in Azerbaijan is not so simple. Apparently, it would be fair to include here all those who were shot, imprisoned in camps, wives and children of convicts, evicted from the republic. In other words, all those, who had suffered physically and morally.

On September 1, 1939, fascist Germany attacked Poland. The Second World War began. The governments of Britain and France declared war on Germany. On June 22, 1941, violating the non-aggression pact of August 23, 1939, Germany attacked the Soviet Union. According to the Barbarossa Plan, the German army was to reach the Arkhangelsk-Astrakhan line before winter.

Azerbaijan occupied a special place in the occupation plans of Germany. In March 1941, Germany created the “Continental Oil Company” to organize the extraction, processing and transportation of oil from Baku. According to the plan “Edelweiss”, Baku had to be seized on September 25, 1942, by the German army.

In December 1942, the USSR government prepared a secret plan, according to which the Azerbaijanis were to be deported to the territory of the Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan SSR. The reason for this was distrust of the Azerbaijanis, who by ethnic and religious affiliation were close to Turkey, which had friendly relations with Germany. But with the victory of the Red Army in the battles of Stalingrad and the Caucasus, as well as the personal authority and efforts of M.J.Baghirov, Stalin was compelled to abandon this plan.

In the first days of the war, the Azerbaijani people, along with other peoples of the USSR stood up to fight against the fascist invaders. More than 40 thousand volunteers went to the front. About a hundred fighter battalions were formed, self-defense groups were created.

A total of 700,000 people, including 11,266 women were mobilized during the war. In 1941-1942, national rifle divisions were established. All the branches of industries were involved to production for the front. It was produced 75.2 million tons of oil during the war. Baku provided 85-90% of the needs of the front in fuel. 131 types of weapons and ammunition were produced in Baku, including the famous Katyusha missiles and Yak-3 fighters. In 1941-1943, the Azerbaijani people donated a large amount of gold, 952 kg of silver, and bonds worth 311 million rubles to the defense fund. Various goods were sent to the front for a total of 1.6 million rubles, 125 wagons of warm clothes.

Under the guidance of the famous scientist-chemist Yusif Mammadaliyev, a new technology for the production of high-octane gasoline for aviation was developed. The well-known surgeon Mustafa Topchubashov developed new methods of treatment in the field of surgery and this saved thousands of servicemen from death. 70 military hospitals operated in the republic. The Soviet army reached Berlin with victorious fights. On May 8, 1945, Germany signed an act of unconditional surrender. On May 9, 1945 went down in history as Victory Day.

The Azerbaijani people played an exceptional role in this victory. Dozens of Azerbaijani commanders - Hazi Aslanov, Akim Abbasov, Yagub Guliyev, Habibulla Husseinov, Aslan Vazirov and others demonstrated unprecedented examples of heroism. 47 Azerbaijanis and 74 representatives of other peoples living in Azerbaijan were awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 30 people were awarded the Order of Glory of all three degrees; 176 thousand people were awarded orders and medals. Azerbaijan's national divisions, having started their military path in the Caucasus, participated in the liberation of the North Caucasus, Ukraine, Belarus, the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Azerbaijanis took an active part in the resistance movement of European countries.

In 1946-1954, new directions in development of the country's economy - ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy, electric power industry, oil and petrochemical industry were created. Baku, Sumgait, Mingachevir, Shirvan, Dashkesen became major industrial centers of the republic.

After the war, Armenian nationalists repeatedly raised the question of the annexation of the Daghlig Garabagh Autonomous Region of the Azerbaijan SSR to the Armenian SSR. As a result, in 1948-1953, the Azerbaijani population living in the Armenian SSR was subjected to mass deportation. On December 23, 1947, the Council of Ministers of the USSR issued a decree on the resettlement of collective farmers and other Azerbaijani population from the Armenian SSR to the Kur-Araz lowland of the Azerbaijan SSR.

On March 10, 1948, the Council of Ministers of the USSR issued a decree on measures of resettlement of collective farmers and other Azerbaijani population from the Armenian SSR to the Kur-Araz lowland of the Azerbaijan SSR. According to these decrees, in 1948 -10 thousand, in 1949 - 40 thousand, in 1950-50 thousand Azerbaijanis were to be relocated to the Kur-Araz lowland of the Azerbaijan SSR. Based on the principle of “voluntariness”, 53,000 people out of the planned 100,000 people were forcibly relocated to the Kur-Araz lowland of the Azerbaijan SSR.

In the 50s of the 20th century, the population of the republic increased significantly compared to the pre-war level and in the late 1960s it exceeded 5 million people. Domestic migration from the countryside to the city had increased. Especially important was the abolition in the mid-fifties the restrictions of the passport system in the village. Unprecedented influx of rural residents flooded to the cities and towns. All this played a huge role in the process of Azerbaijanization of the urban population and the intelligentsia. Now, representatives of the indigenous population began to make up to half or more of the total number of engineers, economists, scientists. Along with the growing number of Azerbaijanis among the urban population and the intelligentsia, the factor of strengthening the role of the Azerbaijani language in the life of society was gaining more and more importance.

Education, science, literature and art developed rapidly. In 1949, a seven-year, in 1959, an eight-year and in 1966 a ten-year compulsory education was adopted. New higher educational, hundreds of scientific and cultural institutions were created. On February 14, 1956, the Azerbaijani television began operating. A lot of scientific works on the history and culture of the Azerbaijani people were published, including the “History of Azerbaijan” (1958-1963) in 3 volumes. In the 50s and 60s, further development was given to literature, art, and cinematography.

On the whole, assessing the activities of the representatives of the creative intelligentsia in the republic in the first post-war decades, it should be noted that, contrary to ideological pressure, essentially hampering the initiative, the main result of this period was the further escalation of the spiritual potential of the Azerbaijani society. The development of culture was marked by the further formation of its national identity, originality and uniqueness.

At the same time, the 60s of the 20th century entered the history of the republic as a period of socio-economic stagnation. To change the situation, on July 14, 1969, the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan was held, where Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev was elected First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan. On August 5 of the same year, at the plenary session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan, H.Aliyev assessed the political, socio-economic and cultural life of the country. Pointing out serious shortcomings, he proposed ways to eliminate them, the need to consolidate all material and spiritual resources and strengthen labor discipline in the republic.

The great activity of Heydar Aliyev allowed in a short time to achieve an increase in the socio-economic and cultural level of the republic. It was highly appreciated by the leadership of the USSR. In 1976, Heydar Aliyev was elected a candidate member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee, and in 1982 became a member and was appointed first deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR.

The 70-80s of the XX century are characterized as a period of growth of the socio-economic and cultural level of the republic. A sharp turn was made in the social and economic development of Azerbaijan: more than 250 plants were built; tens of thousands of new jobs were opened. At the initiative of Heydar Aliyev, the Soviet government issued 5 decrees to improve the economic development of the republic. In these years, the socio-economic foundation of the future independent state of Azerbaijan was laid. By the end of the 1980s, the process of internal disintegration and the breakup of the Soviet Union began. In 1988, the government of the Armenian SSR again forwarded ungrounded claims to the lands of Azerbaijan. The government of the Armenian SSR, with the support of the Soviet special services, organized riots in the city of Sumgait. During the period 1988-1991, more than 200 thousand Azerbaijanis, who lived in the Armenian SSR, were exposed to deportations and ethnic cleansing.

The violation of the sovereign rights of the Azerbaijan SSR led to the strengthening of the national movement for independence. On the night from 19 to 20 January 1990, Soviet troops entered Baku. On January 20, a tragedy happened: the people stood in front of tanks, demonstrating their unyielding will to independence. On January 21, 1990 Heydar Aliyev was the first to condemn the bloody crime of the Soviet army. In July 1990, he returned to Azerbaijan. On November 17, 1990, the Supreme Council of the Nakhchivan ASSR at a session chaired by Heydar Aliyev made a historic decision: to remove the word “Soviet Socialist” from the name of the Autonomous Republic, to accept the three-color flag with an eight-pointed star and a crescent moon as the state flag, to send these resolutions to the Supreme Council Azerbaijan SSR as a legislative initiative.

On February 5, 1991, at a session of the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijan SSR, a decision was made to rename the Azerbaijan SSR to the Azerbaijan Republic, to adopt the tricolor flag and the emblem that existed from 1918 to 1920. It was decided to create orders and medals, the national banknote of the Republic of Azerbaijan. On October 18, 1991, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted the Constitutional Act “On State Independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan”. On December 29, 1991, a referendum was held on this issue, where the overwhelming majority of the Azerbaijani population supported the act of independence of the Republic. On November 9-11, 1991, Pakistan, Turkey and Romania recognized the state independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

On 2 March 1992, the Republic of Azerbaijan became a member of the UN. As a result, our state joined many international conventions approved by the UN. The independent Azerbaijan Republic was recognized by the United States, the Russian Federation, Iran, Germany, France, Great Britain and the Kingdom of the Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Embassies were opened in these countries. In early 1992, with the support of the Russian Federation’s army the Armenian troops expanded military operations in Daghlig Garabagh.

One of the greatest tragedies in the history of the Azerbaijani people in the 20th century happened: the genocide against the Azerbaijani population in Khojaly was committed. The growth of political tension in the country in early March 1992 led to the resignation of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ayaz Mutallibov. In the presidential elections of June 7, 1992, the chairman of the Popular Front, Abulfaz Elchibey (Aliyev), was elected president. As a result of the military aggression of Armenia in 1991-1993 years, 20% of the territory of Azerbaijan was occupied; more than 700 thousand Azerbaijani citizens became refugees in the territory of their own republic. In March 1992, the OSCE Minsk Group was established, under the auspices of which the Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations are still continuing. In 1997, the United States, France and Russia were appointed as co-chairmen of the Minsk Group. In 1993, four resolutions of the UN Security Council were adopted condemning Armenia's aggression against Azerbaijan and demanding the immediate withdrawal of Armenian armed formations from the occupied territories.

On June 4, 1993 a military-political crisis occurred in Azerbaijan, the country was on the verge of civil war. It was in this difficult period that Heydar Aliyev was elected Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In June 1997, the Milli Mejlis issued a decree on the celebration of this day, as the “Day of National Revival.” On June 23, 1993, the Milli Mejlis gave President Heydar Aliyev the powers of the President. And on October 3, Heydar Aliyev was elected President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. On May 12, 1994, an agreement was reached on a cease-fire at the front. 

On September 20, 1994, the “Contract of the Century” was signed with the major oil companies of the world. Since November 12, 1997, under the “Contract of the Century” primary oil production began. In 1999, an agreement was signed in Istanbul on the transportation of oil via the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. On November 12, 1995 the first Constitution of the independent Azerbaijan Republic was adopted. In 1996, the land reform was carried out. According to the constitution, three forms of property were specified: state, municipal and private. In February 1998, the moratorium on the death penalty was established for the first time in the Muslim East in Azerbaijan. In December 1999, the first municipal elections were held in the Republic of Azerbaijan. In November 2001, at the initiative of Heydar Aliyev, the 1st World Azerbaijanis Congress was held in Baku, which initiated the unification of the diaspora.

On August 4, 2003, according to the decree of President Heydar Aliyev, First Vice-President of the State Oil Company Ilham Aliyev was appointed the Prime Minister of the Republic. Prime Minister Ilham Aliyev successfully held a pre-election campaign in September-October 2003 and won a convincing victory in the presidential elections on October 15. On December 12, 2003, National Leader Heydar Aliyev died. This was a heavy loss for the Azerbaijani people. The election of Ilham Aliyev as the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan meant continuation of the political course of Heydar Aliyev. Today the President of Azerbaijan - Ilham Aliyev is a prominent and universally recognized modern politician in the world.

On February 11, 2004 on the President's decree was approved first program named as “State program on social-economic development of the Azerbaijan Republic regions in 2004-2008”. In February, 2009 was approved the second program named as “State program on social-economic development of the Azerbaijan Republic regions in 2009-2013”.

The implementation of the second program gave a powerful impetus to the development of the non-oil sector of industry, the creation of new enterprises and jobs that contributed to increasing employment and poverty reduction, increasing the volume and quality of public services, creating social infrastructure, and increasing investment in the country's economy. In 2006 on the Azerbaijan Republic President's decree was established the Ministry of Defense Industry.

In 1995-2005, into the oil sector of the Azerbaijan Republic was made foreign contributions in the amount 17 billion dollars. The beginning of “Great Oil epoch” coincided with the announcement of the second stage in new oil policy of Azerbaijan. 

On February 13, 2005, first oil was produced from “Merkezi Azeri” field. A day later, on February 14, 2005 Ilham Aliyev approved the “State program on the development of oil-energetic complex in 2005-2015”. At the end of 2010, as a result of the successful deep-sea drilling of the “Umid” field in the Caspian Sea, large gas reserves were discovered.

According to the “Global Competitiveness Report” of the World Economic Forum in 2010, as in 2009, our country once again became the leading country among the CIS countries. The country's economy has entered a new phase of its development. In April 2004, in accordance with the presidential decree, the Heydar Aliyev Foundation was created. The President of the Foundation is the deputy of the Milli Majlis, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Mehriban Aliyeva. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation works both internally and abroad. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation was created on the basis of the urgent need to express respect for the memory of the national leader Heydar Aliyev, to reflect his rich spiritual and moral heritage, to convey to the new generations the ideas of national statehood.

By presidential decree in July 2008, the “Concept of state support of non-governmental organizations” was approved. On March 18, 2009, 41 amendments and additions were adopted to 29 items of the Constitution of the Republic, which received popular support in the referendum. Additions and amendments to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan have become an important stage in the implementation of political and legal reforms.

As a result of serious efforts of Ilham Aliyev, the successful development of Heydar Aliyev's foreign policy, including the exposure of the aggressive positions of Armenian aggressors in the international community continues. President Ilham Aliyev firmly adheres to the policy that the solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict can only be in the framework of the liberation of all occupied Azerbaijani lands by Armenia and the restoration of the territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Ilham Aliyev, who has a broad outlook, deep and comprehensive knowledge, high culture, has acquired in the world great respect and authority as a modern and staunch politician. In today's rapidly changing world and the processes of globalization, he successfully defends the interests of Azerbaijan in all international meetings and high-level negotiations. Thanks to Ilham Aliyev's successful foreign policy, Azerbaijan's role in resolving international and regional problems is gradually increasing.

The further strengthening and expansion of good-neighborly relations with Turkey, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia are the most important part of the foreign policy of our state. Our partnership and mutually beneficial cooperation has become an indicator of stability in the region.

Cooperation with the countries of Central and Eastern Europe occupies an important place in the European policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Conducting economic and political reforms expands the integration opportunities in different spheres of Azerbaijan with these countries.

At the forum of Turkic-speaking countries and communities, President Ilham Aliyev suggested switching to “offensive diplomacy”. The result was an increase in the number of foreign diplomatic representations of the republic abroad. Already in the middle of 2008 diplomatic relations of the Republic of Azerbaijan with 160 countries of the world were established.

The Republic of Azerbaijan attaches great importance to the expansion of activities within the framework of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). Bilateral relations with the countries of the Islamic world are maintained. Our state is a bridge between western and eastern cultures. In 2009, Baku was declared the capital of Islamic culture. At the conference “Interreligious Dialogue: From Mutual Understanding to Cooperation”, held in Baku on November 6, 2009, President Ilham Aliyev explained the basic principles of our country's policy and noted that tolerance is characterized as one of the important factors in the field of external and internal security of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In April 2010, the World Summit of Religious Leaders was held in Baku. Speaking at the summit “Globalization, Religion, Traditional Values” President Ilham Aliyev noted that as a historically multi-ethnic and multi-confessional state, the Republic of Azerbaijan will promote the development of relations between Europe and Asia, Christianity and Islam.

In May 2012, the international contest “Eurovision” was held in Baku. This contributed to cultural unification with European countries and the popularization of our state abroad.

In 2012, the Republic of Azerbaijan was elected a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for a period of 2 years. In 2013, our country, according to the pace of its economic development, took the first place among the CIS countries and the 37th place among the countries of the world. In 2013, the first satellite, Azerspace, was launched into space and Azerbaijan became one of the states mastering space. On October 9, 2013, Ilham Aliyev was re-elected President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. This gave greater confidence in the further rapid development of the independent Azerbaijani state. The most vivid confirmation of this was the first European games held in Baku in the summer of 2015. Seventeen days the eyes of the entire world public were reverted to Azerbaijan. Thousands of athletes and guests were shocked by the hospitality and the high level of organization here. Azerbaijan in just two and a half years realized its commitment and held a sport event at the highest standards.
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